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Flood Risk Memo
The Flood Risk Memo was completed
in March, 2017. The Memo examines
the many sources of flood risk in the
Clear Creek area and its relationship
to agricultural viability, and organic
certification. The Memo describes vulnerabilities in the flood system as well as
ongoing and planned actions to reduce
those vulnerabilities.
The final section focuses on the resilience
of the current flood system in Clear Creek.
Because there will be flood events on the
Puyallup River and Clear Creek, a resilient
flood system is needed to protect the
viability of agriculture in the Clear Creek
area. A resilient flood system is one that

can “bounce back and recover” due to its
robustness, redundancy, and rapidity.
The report finds that the Clear Creek area
does not have a resilient flood system.
It is not robust – when the area floods,
homes are damaged, farm businesses
are threatened, and people need to be
evacuated. There is no redundancy – a
failure of one of a number of vulnerable
components would jeopardize the whole
system and cause significant flood
damage. Additionally, the ability for
farms to “bounce back” rapidly after a
flood event is dependent on the time of
the year and whether barns, equipment,
or crops are inundated.

Pursuing a project that would increase
flood resilience in the Clear Creek area
would be a benefit to agricultural viability.
However, any flood risk reduction projects
would have to be evaluated to ensure that
they would not increase other risks to
agriculture. Alternatives should be looked
at for how to address flood risk in the area.
Thank you to everyone who took the
time to read and thoroughly review this
memo, including residents and farmers
in the community, Drainage District 10
commissioners, Pierce County staff, and
representatives of habitat interests.
The memo is available at farminginthefloodplain.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/FinalFlood-Risk-Memo.pdf

Planting
Project Plan
The Farming in the Floodplain Project
(FFP) is partnering with Pierce
Conservation District to conduct a native
planting project along Nancy’s Ditch
to address issues of invasive weeds and
sediment clogging up ditches and creeks
in the area. The planting will shade out
ditch-clogging invasive weeds, improve
water flow and drainage, and reduce
long-term maintenance needs.
We are coordinating with DD10 and PC
Surface Water Management to understand
site needs, permitting, long-term
maintenance, and access. PCD has been
working with DD10, the FFP, and private
landowners to develop site-specific
plans that consider site conditions and
preferences of landowners. In the next
month, PCD will share draft planting
plans for each site with the landowners.

The start of Nancy’s Ditch, looking south towards 44th

Conservation Easement FAQ
At the 5th TAG meeting, staff from PCC
Farmland Trust and Diane Marcus-Jones,
from Pierce County Planning and Lands
Services, hosted a discussion about
conservation easements. Based on this
discussion, answers to Frequently Asked
Questions are available on our website:
http://farminginthefloodplain.org/agricultural-conservation-easements-faq/
In short, a conservation easement is a
voluntary legal agreement made between
a landowner and a conservation nonprofit
or government body. Agricultural
conservation easements permanently
protect
farmland
from
future
development while ensuring it remains
available for agricultural production.
The easement does this by permanently

removing
development
rights,
prohibiting incompatible uses (industrial
and commercial), and protecting the
property’s agricultural values, including
the soils, water rights, and open space.

Links:

There are approximately 20 native
species that can be selected for their
quick growth, ability to handle standing
water, or their ability to provide year
round shade. Potential species include
willows, red osier dogwood, cottonwood,
red alder, oregon ash, salmonberry,
nooka rose, ninebark, and twinberry.
Site preparation will begin on some sites
in late spring, and planting will begin in
late Summer 2017. The FFP will be using
WCC crews and volunteers.

TAG 5 report from Feb. 1 can be found
here: farminginthefloodplain.org/fifth-tagmeeting-report/
All of our reports and memos can be
found here: farminginthefloodplain.org/
resources/
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