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This is a long-term project expected to 
take nearly 20 years to complete. Property 
acquisition is estimated to take at least 
the first half of this time with construction 
taking place afterwards. 

Pierce County identified this project in 
the Pierce County Rivers Flood Hazard 
Management Plan in 2013 based on 
repeated flooding of the community over the 
last hundred years. Most recently, between 
Halloween and Christmas 2015 sections 
of the community flooded three times. The 
latest flooding occurred due to Clear Creek 
backing up and going over its banks. 

The first steps of the project including 
listening to concerns and gathering 
information from the community so that it 
may be incorporated into the project design. 
Property owners who want to sell their 
land to the county are being contacted to go 
through the appraisal and purchase process. 

piercecountywa.org/clearcreek

PUBLIC WORKS

Winter 2015 - 
2016

Spring 2016

Winter 2016

Summer 
2017 or 2018

Future

2016-2017

For more information: 
Helmut Schmidt, project manager 

Phone: (253) 798-6164
hschmid@co.pierce.wa.us

piercecountywa.org/clearcreek

Apply for grant funding & 
community open house

Purchase properties from 
willing sellers.

Flow monitoring and 
additional monitoring 
work, continue to purchase 
properties from willing 
sellers and analyzing 
alternatives

Continue potential 
property acquisitions

Search and apply for 
additional grant funding

Continue working with 
community for input on 
design and purchasing 
properties from willing 
sellers.
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Is the Clear Creek area regulated as a floodway because 
the River Road levee is decertified, or because it is 
considered a Deep and Fast Flowing Floodway under 
county code? 

The Clear Creek area is regulated as a floodway both 
because the River Road levee is not accredited to protect 
from the one percent annual chance flood and this results 
in a larger area with deep and/or fast flowing flood water.  
If the River Road levee were certified for protecting to 
the one percent annual chance flood there would still 
be areas in the lower Clear Creek basin that would have 
more than 3 feet of flooding and would be DFF floodway.   

A clarification on the question is that the River Road levee 
was never  “certified.” In the initial FEMA flood mapping it 
was shown (accredited) to offer protection from the base 
flood (a.k.a one percent annual chance flood, or 1 in a 100 
chance or the 100-year flood).  

What is the risk of water overtopping the River Road 
levee? 

This question is difficult to answer with certainty, 
but twice in the last ten years the National Weather 
Service has forecast floods to crest higher than the 
levee. Fortunately, the atmospheric river (aka pineapple 
express) altered course and did not inundate us.  County 
staff believe it is more likely that if River Road levee were 
to overtop during a flood it would not result in the levee 
failing. Staff does not have the same expectation for the 
North Levee Road levee. What has happened frequently 
in the last 20 years, and will continue to happen, is 
properties and homes will flood from Clear Creek over 
topping its banks.

Has the county done a Deep and Fast Flowing analysis 
for the Clear Creek area?

The county has done a Deep and/or Fast Flowing 
(DFF) Water Floodway analysis for the Clear Creek area 
as well as all areas in the county that have recent flood 
studies, completed since the year 2000. The county 
hired Northwest Hydraulic Consultants Inc. to do the DFF 
analysis which was completed in 2007. The report can be 
found at: 
www.co.pierce.wa.us/deepfastflowing.

Picture This
The Clear Creek/Riverside area has been flooding for 
years. (top to bottom) First: December 1920 near the 
Gay Farm (and the reason Gay Road exists). Second: 
November 2015 when Clear Creek backed up into the 
neighborhood. Third: June 1916 dredging the Puyallup 
River to straighten the river and keep it from flooding 
farms and homes. Fourth: Clear Creek running under the 
bridge at 39th Avenue at Valley Brook Mobile Home Park. 


