
Status Update:
The Farming in the Floodplain project is 
just getting started! We have met with 
a number of local farmers, toured their 
properties, and are getting a better 
understanding of how changes in Clear 
Creek will affect them. We are hiring 
Environmental Science Associates (ESA), 
a well-respected consulting firm, as our 
contractors for technical work, and 
they are lining up a team of technical 
and agricultural experts to analyze 
available information about agriculture, 
climate change, hydrology, and the 
Puyallup watershed. Sarah Wilcox is 
our Landowner Engagement consultant. 
Sarah is a 4th generation Pierce County 
resident with family ties to local farming, 
and has 10 years of experience working 
on agricultural support projects. She will 
be leading our efforts to engage with 
agricultural landowners in Clear Creek, 
and will be making sure that they are as 
involved as possible in this project. 
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J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 6  U P D A T E

What is the Farming in 
the Floodplain Project?
The Farming in the Floodplain Project 
is a pilot project in the Clear Creek area, 
focused on increasing the understanding 
of agricultural viability in the area and 
analyzing the impact of proposed changes 
to flood and hydrology systems. Our 
long-term goal is to advance progress 
toward a collectively agreed upon plan for 
Clear Creek that increases its agricultural 
viability while meeting fish and flood 
interests. For the next 18 months (through 
July 2017), we will be working collab-
oratively to engage with agricultural 
landowners, and to conduct a technical 
analysis of current and future conditions 
that affect agriculture in Clear Creek.

Who is leading this effort? 
The Farmland Conservation Committee 
(FCC), a subcommittee of the Pierce 
County Agricultural Roundtable and the 
Agricultural Community of Interest, is 

leading the Farming in the Floodplain 
Project. The FCC was formed to support 
the strategic coordination and aligned 
efforts of member organizations’ work 
on farmland conservation in Pierce 
County. The purpose of the Farmland 
Conservation Committee is to accelerate 
and improve the pace, quality, and 
durability of land conservation activities 
in the Puyallup watershed and Pierce 
County. Members of the FCC include: 
Pierce Conservation District, Pierce 
County Planning and Land Services, 
Forterra, King Pierce Farm Bureau, and 
PCC Farmland Trust.

What does success look 
like for the Farming in the 
Floodplain Project? 
Our primary goal is to understand and 
advocate for the needs of the agricultural 
community in the Clear Creek area and 
communicate their needs to decision- and 
policy-makers. To do this, we will convene 

Shelsted farm in Pierce Co. Photo: Amelia Skinner



technical experts and farmers to analyze 
questions about conditions, trends, and 
pressures affecting agricultural viability in 
Clear Creek. Through public, small group 
and/or one-on-one meetings, we will 
engage with the agricultural community 
to clarify their needs and interests. The 
final products of the Farming in the 
Floodplain Project will provide farmers 
with technical information they may 
need to improve the viability of farm 
businesses in Clear Creek with changes 
in flooding patterns and land use, and 
provide Surface Water Management and 
policy-makers with information they 
need to support agricultural viability in 
Clear Creek.  

What is Surface Water 
Management’s proposed 
Clear Creek levee project? 
Clear Creek is the area of highest 
repetitive loss due to flooding in Pierce 
County. Surface Water Management 

(SWM), a county agency, has proposed 
a potential project to relieve flooding 
issues on land near the Puyallup River 
and Clear Creek while maximizing the 
amount of agricultural land in the area 
and improving habitat for wildlife. The 
county is interested in buying properties 
from willing sellers in low-lying areas near 
Clear Creek. The county has proposed 
to build a ring levee, starting near the 
point where Clear Creek drains into the 
Puyallup River. The purpose of the ring 
levee would be to protect lands from 
floodwaters out of the Puyallup River as it 
backs up into Clear Creek. SWM needs to 
determine the best location for the levee, 
and would like to carefully consider how 
its placement will affect agricultural lands 
before deciding on a plan. If the ring levee 
is built, the two flood gates that close the 
creek channel from the river during flood 
events will be removed. Removing the 
gates would allow floodwaters to interact 
more naturally with Clear Creek, while 
minimizing the impact to residents. 

More information:

Jordan Jobe, Farming in the 
Floodplain Project Manager 
Jordan.jobe@pccfarmlandtrust.org

Sarah Wilcox, Land Engagement 
Consultant 
sarah.garitone@gmail.com

Spencer Easton, Technical 
Analysis Project Coordinator 
seaston@esaassoc.com

For an up to date FAQ from 
Surface Water Management, 
visit bit.ly/clearcreekfaq
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 The project is funded by the Puyallup River Watershed Floodplain Reconnections grant, which was recently awarded to Pierce County’s Surface 
Water Management (SWM) Division via the Department of Ecology’s “Floodplains by Design” grant program.

Image courtesy of Pierce County Surface Water Management showing potential locations for the ring levee at the 14’/18’ contour lines.


