
Sediment Memo
Becuase the agricultural community in 
the area has requested more information 
about sediment in the Puyallup River 
and the four tributaries of Clear Creek, 
we have prepared a memo on sediment 
conditions. The Sediment Memo is based 
on several conversations with experts 
(including Kris Jaeger of USGS), published 
data, and a presentation and discussion 
from the 4th TAG meeting. The purpose 
of the Memo is to increase understanding 
of current and future sediment regimes, 
how sediment affects flooding and 
drainage, and how an earthen berm may 
impact sedimentation.

The memo is available at 
farminginthefloodplain.org/
sediment-memo/

In October, the Farming in the Floodplain 
Project (FFP) and Environmental Science 
Associates (ESA) field investigators 
completed the majority of the field work 
for an inventory of drainage ditches and 
culverts in the Clear Creek area.
The crew recorded channel and culvert 
measurements and conditions, including 
type of substrate and vegetation 
within the channel, type and density 
of vegetation next to the channel, 
and overall condition and stability of 
channel banks.
After the heavy rainfall in mid-January, 
ESA’s field crews returned for a final 
day to add data from wet conditions 

to the Drainage Inventory. Additional 
research, evaluation and synthesis 
of data need to be conducted before 
findings and recommendations can be 
developed. Nevertheless, the Drainage 
Inventory Preliminary Findings Memo 
confirmed what the FFP has heard from 
landowners and Drainage District 10: 
reed canarygrass and sediment are the 
biggest maintenance issues, found in 
nearly every ditch, creek, and culvert.
The crew noted that South Ditch no 
longer flows directly into Clear Creek, 
because sediment deposits in Clear Creek 
have raised the level of the creek bed, 
preventing drainage from the ditch to the 
creek. The crew noted several drainage 

Drainage Inventory

Reed canarygrass and sediment block drainage ditch in Clear Creek area.
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patterns that are likely contributing to 
poor drainage conditions. 
Detailed recommendations will be 
provided in the final Inventory (in Spring 
2017), but general recommendations 
at this date include addressing sources 
of sediment, removal of invasive plant 
species, replacing inadequate culverts, 
and adding plantings to stabilize soil 
and provide shade to discourage invasive 
plant species. 
A memo detailing the preliminary findings 
of the drainage inventory is available at: 
farminginthefloodplain.org/drainage-invento-
ry-preliminary-findings-memo/
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Large-scale Planting Project
The Farming in the Floodplain Project, 
led by PCC Farmland Trust, is partnering 
with the Pierce Conservation District 
to conduct a large-scale planting project 
in the Clear Creek area. We are scoping 
out the feasibility of planting up to 
4000 linear feet of plants along Nancy’s 
Ditch. The goal is to use native plants 
to shade out invasive plants (such as 
reed canarygrass and elodea) in the 
ditch. The reduction of ditch-clogging 
invasive plants will improve the flow of 
water throughout the ditch and improve 
drainage for agriculture. 
This project has garnered vocal support 
from many partners, including residential 
and agricultural landowners, Drainage 

District 10 Commissioners, folks 
representing habitat interests, as well 
as County staff from Pierce County’s 
agricultural program and Surface Water 
Management.
We are hard at work exploring and 
planning this project, and our Landowner 
Engagement consultant will continue 
reaching out to area residents with 
updates and to assess interest. Support 
for the project will come from a mix of 
County dollars, Farming in the Floodplain 
Project funds, and additional outside 
sources. 
We will share more information as we are 
able to! Please contact us if you have any 
questions.

Technical Advisory 
Group Update
The fourth meeting of the Technical 
Advisory Group (TAG) was held on 
November 2, 2016 at the Puyallup 
Library. Kris Jaeger from USGS presented 
on sediment from the Puyallup, and 
Spencer Easton from ESA presented 
on sediment from the Clear Creek 
tributaries. 

Our next TAG meeting will be on 
February 1st from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
at the Puyallup Library. We will discuss 
conservation easements and the Flood 
Risk memo that ESA is currently drafting. 
We will also hear from Cynthia Krass, the 
Executive Director of the Snoqualmie 
Valley Watershed Improvement District, 
who will discuss the efforts of farmers in 
the valley to organize around drainage 
and water rights. 

Planting along drainage ditch on Early Bird Farm.

Native plants shade out reed canarygrass along drainage 
ditch.


